
ten years. It is worthwhile logging on to our website 

each week because the latest information will always 

be posted there in the first instance. 

As the end of the year is fast approaching I would like 

to mention our Club Christmas Party on the 1st and 2nd 

of December. By popular request we will be returning 

to Hawks Nest, check the web for more details and 

registration. At this stage we do not have a trip leader 

who is available to lead our traditional Christmas/New 

Year “Drop and Plop” between say the 26th December 

and 1st or 2nd of January. If you are even half interested 

and would like to know more, please contact our trip 

convenor or anyone on the 

committee to discuss the op-

tions. 

Membership renewals have 

been a little slower this year 

and we have given everyone an 

extra month than past years 

before removing access from 

the website and Facebook. In 

fairness to the financial mem-

bers we will need to look at 

access rights to these sites in 

the coming week. At this time 

there is no joining fee, so you 

can renew at your convenience 

without additional fees. 

You may have noticed our next 

general meeting is on Friday 

the 12tth October, also being 

the first day of the show. Despite some discussion we 

will still be meeting at Ermington because the logistics 

of moving to a venue closer to the show was also diffi-

cult. During this meeting we will have a short presen-

tation about our Associations new website and how 

you can have member access. 

As usual, a very big thank you to all who will be helping 

with show preparation and during the days at the 

Show next weekend. I look forward to catching up 

soon but in the meantime stay on the road. 

All the best  

Mark 

From the President and committee, October 

2018 

Hello everyone, welcome to another Drive 

Torque. Apart from our website and closed Face-

book page we try to record here what has been 

happening and what is about to happen in our 

club. During the last month the club has run four 

trips which were a Picnic Day in the Royal NP, 

weekend trip to Yerranderie and beyond, an 

afternoon twilight trip in the Blue Mountains and 

a three day trip to Olinda with an Oktoberfest 

theme. Our September general meeting at Er-

mington was a busy night 

with one of our life mem-

bers, Stephen Pinnington 

attending with a trip video 

compilation from the 

1980s and Fiona with 

some other helpers run-

ning “Australia’s Greatest 

Supper” to raise funds for 

the Canner Council of Aus-

tralia. This fund raising was 

assisted by the donation of 

goods by the late Ian 

Heathcote table which has 

been part of our meetings 

for many years. Thank you 

to everyone who helped 

on the night, including all 

those who donated to the 

supper and purchased Items from “Ian’s Table”. 

We raised $530. Fantastic effort! 

Coming up this weekend there is the 4WD Ad-

venture Show on the 12th to 14th October. Like 

last year at the show we are planning to promote 

the club and the things we do, hopefully meeting 

people that will be interested in attending one of 

our new members trips that follow later in Octo-

ber and early November. If you can help at the 

show, please register on the website or contact 

me directly. In November there is a trip south of 

Sydney to places the club has not visited for over 
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New Members & Visitors 

Day Trip to Belanglo State 

Forest  - 28th October 

Sydney 4WD & Adventure Show - 12th—14th October 

Up coming trips. 

Our Club will again participate in the Sydney 

4WD & Adventure Show at Eastern Creek. 

Backing up from the success of the Outback 

Hotel concept, we are seeking members to 

help promote our great Club again this year.  

A day trip to Belanglo State Forest for all 

- New Members, Visitors & all long 

standing Members 
New members & Visitors 

Day Trip to Cox's River & Six 

Foot Track - 3rd November 

A day trip to Cox's River & Six Foot Track 

for all - New Members, Visitors & all long 

standing Members 

Southern Forests - 
17th - 18th November 

The proposed plan is a two day trip 

around Goulburn, Braidwood and 

across to the South Coast. Checking 

out forest tracks, the escarpment, 

rivers and find a beach before head-

ing home later Sunday afternoon. 

Club Christmas Party 2018 - 1st - 2nd December 

Our Club Christmas Party will be held at Myall 

River Camp, Hawks Nest. Arrive Friday or Satur-

day morning ready for Saturday night party time. 

We are thinking a “potluck” meal. We can coordi-

nate with those registered when closer to time. 
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Yerranderie and Beyond 
15th - 16th September - report by Mark Honor 

Trip
 R

ep
o

rts 

After changing the trip date due to lack of water at our camp location and then realising I 

had the September meeting on Friday night we finally departed Pheasants Nest at just after 

7am on Saturday morning. Apologies to Scott, Michael and James who could not attend due 

to the change of date. 

 

The crew was Mark Honor, John Hocking, Jeff Cairns, Nathan, Cherrie, Deanne and Lenita 

Blamire, Iwo and Monika Zychiewicz, Michael Hamilton and Rumen Marinov. 

 

We travelled to Yerranderie via Mittagong, Goodmans Ford, Langs Road, The Range Trail 

Mount Werong and Bindook. We stopped at several locations to enjoy the view of the 

mountains on this very clear day, arrived at Yerranderie about 11.30am. No time to waste 

thou, just a quick hello to the Parks Caretaker so he knows who was beyond Yerranderie, 

because we still had a 45 minute drive along the Old Cedar Road which follows Scotts Main 

Range, heading north. We were all looking forward to the setting up camp at a private 

property which has several old huts and a large camping area suitable for tents and trail-

ers. Some of us had arranged to camp in the huts while others had their camp set up not 

long after arriving.  

 

There was a Total Fire Ban declared for Saturday so there was no out door fire, just the 

indoor fire for hot water and cooking. The afternoon was spent, reading, sleeping and ex-

ploring. It was very windy, and the temperature nearly reached 30 degrees. By 4.30pm it 

was time for happy hour or two, AKA “fivies” set up on the large verandah with views to 

the north and Katoomba. The wind abated for several hours before picking up again during 

the night and early hours of the morning. 

 

The plan for Sunday was for a 9.00am departure so there was plenty of time for breakfast 

and packing up. Right now you wished it was a long weekend because another day here 

would have been perfect. There is one other private property north of Yerranderie at Byr-

nes Gap, owned by a gentleman from Camden. We stopped at his hut to check everything 

was in order and then continued through to Yerranderie were we looked around for about 

90 minutes before pushing on to Mount Werong.  After a short stop here, we travelled the 

Kowmung Trail to Dingo Dell and on to the Kowmung River for lunch. 

 

The stop for lunch was good because everything had a chance to cool down before crossing 

the river. Apart from some rocks and good wheel placement the river crossing was smooth 

and only 300mm deep. The climb out of the river is steep but the track conditions were 

very good. We arrived at the top carpark at Jenolan Caves at about 4pm. Time to air up and 

say our farewells after what people said were some great tracks, scenery and a fantastic 

camp site. Thank you to all who attended, and we will see you on the tracks soon 

 

Cheers, Mark 
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Twilight Trip No. 4 
22nd September - report by Karolyn Honor 

Trip
 R

ep
o

rts 

Trip Leaders : Mark & Karolyn Honor 

Attendees : Troy & Sandi Strickland, Brett, Fiona & Chantelle Hampson, Robert & Sandra Moss, 

James Simmons, Joey Welham, Kevin McCormack, Michael Hamilton, Peter Murphy (Visitor)  

This was the 4th twilight trip run up the Blue Mountains.  

We met at Lawson at 2pm some of us grabbed 

a coffee then had our days briefing and off we 

all went headed to Blackheath. We took the 

Shipley Rd at Blackheath to Hargraves lookout 

from the lookout we could see The Hydro Ma-

jestic in one direction, the turbines near 

Hampton Hotel in another direction and 

glimpses of the road on Narrow Neck which 

was our next destination.  

The road on Narrow Neck Glenraphael Drive 

had a number of parked cars that people had gone on a bush walk. It’s a sandstone track with a 

steep concrete section that Brett informed us in 

earlier days of the club it was a real challenging 

spot with lots of entertainment, 2kms along we 

arrived at the lock gate where there was a Nis-

san Patrol 60’s model there were a few remi-

niscing stories told by Michael Hamilton plus a 

checkout of the information board and maps 

and we were on our way. 

We left there for Cahill’s lookout off Cliff Drive 

at Katoomba there was some speculation that 

the sunset would not deliver as it was cloudy. 

The wind blew and was very chilly but that all settled down we had a happy hour and awaited 

the sunset. The sunset was spectacular 

and cameras were very busy to cap-

ture the moment.  

After this we went onto Grand View 

Hotel at Blackheath for dinner with 

lots of chatter about the afternoon 

events. 

I look forward to Twilight No.5 and 

where it will take us.  

Karolyn Honor 



P A G E  5  

D R I V E  T O R Q U E  

Olinda Oktoberfest 
28th Sept to 1st October - Report by Brett Hampson 

When I first thought of an Oktoberfest 
weekend I had no idea what the plan 
would be. But I did want an occasion to 
have a good night at Olinda again as it’s 
such a good place for the club to go and 
let our hair down. 

As time drew closer to the week-
end it was good to have such a big 
group coming up and as we head-
ed up on the Friday morning we 
did our final shop at Costco on the 
way. We had the fridge and esky 
filled up with German sausages, 
sauerkraut, salads, rolls, strudels, 
black forest cake and of course the 
German beer.  
A few others had arrived earlier 
that day and Craig had got the keys 
so the hall and toilets we already 
open which allowed for an easy transfer 
of goodies into the big fridges/freezers in 

the kitchen.  
Once setup it was time to sit and relax, 
catch-up with people and wait for some 

others to arrive. Friday night was fairly 
quiet and actually turned out to be an 
early night for everyone. Maybe we were 
saving ourselves for Saturday night. 
Craig informed us that the largest running 
steam train in Australia was actually run-

ning between Kandos and Rylstone 
on the Saturday . A few of decided to 
head into town, grab some extra sup-
plies and check out the train. I had 
never seen Kandos with so many peo-
ple and they were all hanging around 
the station waiting for the train. We 
all joined in the excitement and once 
the train had come and gone we all 
made our way back to camp. 
Chantelle, Lenita and Deanne did a 
great job spending the rest of the day 

putting up decorations and setting the 
tables up for dinner that night. Some of us 

had novelty aprons and those who 
had beer mugs soon had them out 
and we were soon starting to get 
into the Bavarian festival spirit. As 
the night drew closer we started 
with fivsies under the hall verandah 
and then time to start getting the 
sausages cooked.  
Well soon it was time to call every-
one to the hall as the dinner was 
ready. We all enjoyed each other’s 
company around the table with lots 

of laughs and soon the music was playing 
and some didn’t take much prompting to 
get up and dance. A quick break for des-

Trip
 R

ep
o

rts 
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sert and it was back to dancing and at some stage dur-
ing the night in 
walks Mark with a 
long shot glass 
holder. This went 
down very well for 
quit a few of us but 
not sure exactly 
what was always in 
the glass. The port 
was nice though. 
This night certainly 
lasted longer than 
the previous night 
and with the fire 
going in the kitch-
en it was certainly the warmest place to be. So much so 
that Jo and Sharni decided to sleep in there with their 
swags rather than out in the cold. Lenita grabbed her 
sleeping gear and joined them but I have no idea how 

they slept through the noise of the fridges and freezers 
right next to them.  
Sunday dawned clear and bright but it was a slow start 
to the day for most. I had to drive chantelle back to-
wards Sydney for a school holiday camp and the others 
headed off to Dunns swamp for walks and paddles with 

lunch thrown in as well. The rest of the day was spent 
lazying around camp while we 
decided to light the fire drum up. 
But even though there was a fire 
outside we chose to sit around 
inside the hall as it was much 
warmer until weariness took its 
toll and we headed to bed. 
Monday again dawn fine and we 
were all able to pack up nice and 
dry. The hall was steeped and 
cleaned up and the everyone 
headed off at various times and 
taking various routes home. 
Thanks to all those who came 
along as it’s the people who make 

weekends like these so enjoyable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendees: 
Bernadette & Chris Tiller - Subaru XV 
Fiona, Brett & Chantelle Hampson –Toyota Landcruiser 
Kelly & Chris Mifsud - Nissan Navara 
Craig Fitzpatrick—Subaru Forester 
Dave Cook - Subaru Outback 
Dennis & Nell Hoffman - Toyota Prado 
Geoff Adcock –Nissan Pathfinder 
Jeff Cairns - Toyota Prado 
Jo & Sharni Quinn –Ford Ranger 
Mark Honor –Subaru Forester 
Kevin McCormack –Mitsubishi Triton 
Nathan, Cherie, Deanne & Lenita Blamire –Toyota landcruiser 
Ray & Cheryl Bonello - Toyota Prado 
Sandi & Troy Strickland—Subaru Forester 
Kim Nolan –Ford Ranger 
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More photos from the Olinda Oktoberfest weekend 
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scribe in the future should you wish. A 
new header is used on all communication 
channels to improve the image of the 
Association, so it is viewed as a profes-
sional organisation by members, govern-
ment and business. Good communication 
is very important, both ways – from the 
committee to the clubs and from the 
clubs to the committee. 
 
NPWS Advisory Council - AC 
Association President Craig Thomas has 
been appointed to the NPWS Advisory 
Council of the minister. This is important 
for the Association as it gives us a voice 
against the wilderness groups. First meet-
ing September 11, it was very positive. 
The Brumby cull in Kosciusko NP is 
about trying to keep no more than 600 
horses in the park. Tunnel boring for Hy-
dro 2 scheme, considering Talbingo Dam 
for the disposal of the residue.  
  
4WD Adventure Show – 12, 13 & 14 
October 2018 at Eastern Creek 
The 4WD Adventure Show is a great 
event to promote our club, our Associa-
tion and responsible 4WD touring. You 
can volunteer at the Club stand for 4 
hours to receive free entry and to be with 
other members in our Pub with No Beer 
– go to trips on our website to register. 

Hello from John Hocking and David 

Wellham – your friendly Delegates to 

Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT 

(Association). Association documents 

are located on our website for you to 

view. If you want any extra infor-

mation about these topics or others in 

relation to the Association, please con-

tact us via email at -  

delegates@subaruclub.com.au 

 
Greenslip Refunds 
Most private vehicle owners are entitled 
to a refund on their 2017 CTP Insurance 
Greenslip. Go to Service NSW website 
and login or go to a Service NSW Centre 
to do the needful before 30 June 2019. 
 
Air bag recall 
We all need to check that the Air bags in 
our vehicles are not part of the recall of 
unsafe air bags. The best web sites to use 
to check are –  
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/
compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/takata-
airbag-recalls-list  
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/
compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/future-
takata-airbag-recalls https://
ismyairbagsafe.com.au  
 
Communication with As-
sociation 
The Association is improv-
ing communication with 
clubs and members. News-
letters are sent at least 
monthly, delegates news-
letter after Quarterly meet-
ings, Public, Private and 
Regional Facebook pages 
are just some of the chan-
nels of communication. 
Newsletters have links to 
important documents and 
downloads of meeting 
minutes, they are available 
on our club website under 
Association Documents. 
Should you wish to receive 
newsletters and other com-
munications direct from 
Association, send an email 
to your delegates and we 
will have you added to the 
list. It is easy to unsub-

http://delegates@subaruclub.com.au
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/takata-airbag-recalls-list
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/takata-airbag-recalls-list
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/takata-airbag-recalls-list
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/future-takata-airbag-recalls
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/future-takata-airbag-recalls
https://www.productsafety.gov.au/recalls/compulsory-takata-airbag-recall/future-takata-airbag-recalls
https://ismyairbagsafe.com.au
https://ismyairbagsafe.com.au
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Jamboree – Easter 2019 
The 2019 Jamboree will be held 19 to 22 
April – at Buckenbowra near Batemans 
Bay. Details to follow. 
 
 
Turon National Park 
There is no Plan of Management, only 
Statement of Management for this area. 
Without such a plan work is still proceed-
ing however some of it is good and some 
bad. Some areas have been damaged in 
the refurbishment. Work is being carried 
out to correct illegal tracks. Local Ranger 
is now keeping Association informed of 
work. 

You can also volunteer with the associa-
tion to receive free entry, lunch and a 
volunteer thank you day on 3 February 
2019. Association volunteer sign up is on 
Association website and this year will be 
for 2-hour time slots on specific tasks – 
parking, front of house, demonstration 
track. Forests, Rural Fire Services, Na-
tional Parks, Local Land Services, West-
ern Sydney Parklands and Sydney Zoo 
will be at the Show in a community area 
with local environment groups, small 
clubs and the RC guy. Catering and 
amenities will be greatly improved on 
previous years. Make a weekend of it and 
volunteer one day for the club and one 
day for the Association. 
 
Farm Drought Relief – City to the Bush 
The Association is planning a drought 
relief weekend, partnering with Rural Co 
& CRT to adopt a town. A weekend that 
is low-key but effective with low initial 
promotion to avoid creation of a specta-
cle. People who attend are urged to bring 
nothing and to buy their petrol, food and 
services in the town. The event will be on 
16-17 February 2019 and the town will 
be about 350km and 4 ½ hours drive. 
 



Pin Up Calendar 

October  

12th - General Meeting. Ermington Community Centre – 8 River Rd, Ermington 

12th - 14th - 4wd and Adventure Show. Eastern Creek  

22nd - Greater Sydney Region Meeting - David Wellham / John Hocking 

28th - New Members & Visitors Day Trip to Belanglo State Forest - David Wellham / Mark Honor 

 

November 

3rd - New members & Visitors Day Trip to Cox's River & Six Foot Track - David Wellham / Mark Honor 

9th – General Meeting.  Ermington Community Centre 

10th - Association Weekend Event  - David Wellham / John Hocking 

17th - Southern Forests - Mark Honor 

 

December 

1st – 2nd - Club Christmas Party at Myall River Campground 

12th – General Meeting. Ermington Community Centre 

Photos from our September meeting raising money for Cancer Council and watching Club archive 

videos from Steve Pinnington. 



C OM M ITT E E  C ON TAC TS :   
President:              Mark Honor         president@subaruclub.com.au       0418 406 118  

Vice President:       Brett Hampson  vicepresident@subaruclub.com.au  0408 409 634  

Secretary:              Paul Sistrom secretary@subaruclub.com.au   0404 084 125 

Treasurer:              Sandra Moss        treasurer@subaruclub.com.au   0438 276 012  

Membership:         Karolyn Honor     membership@subaruclub.com.au  0459 111 096  

Trip Convener:      Heidi Ploeg trip_convener@subaruclub.com.au  0438 989 793 

Driver Awareness:  Brett Atkins  4wdtraining@subaruclub.com.au  0412 208 874  

Driver Awareness:  Brian Flood  4wdtraining@subaruclub.com.au  0425 270 385  

Delegate:              David Wellham  delegates@subaruclub.com.au   0407 089 071  

Delegate:              John Hocking  delegates@subaruclub.com.au   0405 568 965                   

Webmaster:          Troy Strickland  webmaster@subaruclub.com.au  0409 908 977  

Editor:                   Brett Hampson  editor@subaruclub.com.au   0408 409 634  

Catering:               Fiona Hampson  catering@subaruclub.com.au    0418 677 990 

Fundraising:           Chris Mifsud  fund_raising@subaruclub.com.au  0424 518 920  

Fundraising:           Kelly Maxwell  fund_raising@subaruclub.com.au  0424 518 920  

Club Gear 
Join the Club and get your Club gear today! 

Order online at  subaru4wdclub.com 
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